
I. '?Indonesian workers and peasants are challenging 3 centuries of op- 1 
pression and: plunders ; ; J?herarising , in has intensified the disc¬ 

ontent’-of i the Arabs in,- the;Middle East. the’ civil war in' China,? the, re- 
Indochina., It? : has <the; powCr? to: teav> DiitcH capitaiism from 

ine*pifh/||r§lf f ctry s^ll^ ; tee; 

This struggle 1^ nht something which grew^up 'overnight,-- it t s- 
an - expression,lof the burning resentment which smolders continuously in 
the brbasts? of;’ '.’'$.iipe:p.:-e^ worker stand -peasants.' ' hor -is- 

this the first tlmb'that ah'hutbrekk hhs i bbcurred, 1 ^ ' c" ; x; ' • 


.. ; in. ,1926there was an? uprising in Java led by Communists• and-.left- 
wing natlpnaltsts.: ?. it was 'crushed and- 1200 were- sent 1 ;to i prison ••• camp 
in New : Guihea'.'. One report says that "afterwards^ -the - -Communist Party> i 
made a deal withthe hatiohaiists,^ subbrdinating: its program land: hand¬ 
ing,, over its apparatus ,, • 


Because. the Xndies are a source of agricultural goods and export 
huge quantities, the depression hit them very hard. The imperi'alis ts 
stopped: production, gathered in-their^Super-profits and gat -back -while ; 
the 'masses ?-starved,jpn -their-Overorowded■ little riceCpaddies«,vln t h ..e, 
early 30;^:S' a and ’-again in the --mid^^O^s^ Tdissatisfaction' burst out in ri~ ' 
nt ” strikes^ demonstrations, - , . ^ - 


worth-while - to defend the outposts of ./their ,imper ialist /Oppressors l 
Had there'been aiMarxist, party, this-universal passlvelaefeatism^cduld‘ 
have been transformed into revolutionary defeatism. ..The situation cre¬ 
ated by Dutch and British imperialism, aggravated by' ’J&panesc imperial¬ 
ism, was ripe for revolutionary action, unfortunately, no organized' 
working piass: 1 i:fprc,%: tpvp|^^:^owiedge-y--', ; util^zed,it. 


./WfiboImlna, ih" 1042 'had; tp ; promise, independence'-a : s -a 'condition; for. 
support of the war ,. Dutch; imperialism* sstanding was very : low, des- - 
pite the heavy hand of'tempofarily ’VictorIous i: Japanese’• imperialisms 
As - suffer ing increased, with, the. war,, so too did. the unpe.st. ..The, bald 
way. int which the territory- was., handed, back to the " Netherlands ' probably 
was-the lastt straw,.■ 1’. ???'??"'. v ,?? " —n--, -;/ 


■■ The - Netherlands; East indies are, at., the 'same : time the?richest •nat¬ 
ural area in the : world and; the most .densely populated 1 They - supply :H 
practically all. of v thb: world; ? s quinine,.. 31%' of its copra;of- t h h' 
tin, ; 3>3%, of the rubber, ,0$pv:jf’, * thl sisal, 29%; of f the palm oil, as well, 
as, oil, tea. Cane :sugar> hbrf ee; Population density InHfew and Madura- 
is' 800 per square mi lei in "Belgium it is 670, Italy,H340,nindiail90.. : 


This combination makes the territory particularly valuable. The 
country in'a positionsto extract‘the products and-use the native: labor 
supply occupies - an - enviable- position in the world; market*Dutch, ret¬ 
urns-from:-the Netherlands Indies were 156.48 million florins, in 1940.1 
fa - florin is 40c ) »: jlolland-controlled entirely ? the agricultural loan 
banks! shipping! public utilities and.several?other enterprises. Sugar 
investments --1/6 of - her total. returns. - ahdipfiyate railroads arid • 
trams were 95% Dutch-controlled,,? Jin, 90%, /Rubber arid other agricul¬ 
tural investments accounted for"1/3 her returns ahd wer : e j 60% DutChMf ‘ 
contfolledYi ^11 made - up -1/5 , of, t hep.. returns and was 40% Dutch . 


w<t> 
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rirstis. ; 

f'nnoniY' tnru^the aid of British,, iknpe^iallsin which regards the area , as ) 
iratelicaliy important : to her Fir Ea, |tern,?bagtion::of r ^i 8 I 

etc. Englanl; also has heavy investments to the islands, merela 


ia 


tionship between the British 

military has assumed leadership in crushing th^ revolt. 

US imperialism also is interested in exploiting the area.^Ameri- 
can investments , by .1940, were $S00v mi ilipn_-^almos. - 3* I- Qo"miliibu 

gure - concentrated mainly in oil; and J w kbep.. . In .1944, ^ilOO^miilipn .. 
credit was extended to'Dutch capitalists sorthey. .. 

chamelsto conduct their business This was followed by a $500 mill 

ion Export-Import. Bank loan in July 1945. . letSr lands 

announced its readiness to give additionalhvi-icWvO' SUN (11/5- 
East Indies Colonial Government.. An a ^icle in the Chica|o bui^ U-i/ 
45) very aptly sums up. the significance of these transactions. 

"Since the normal term of such loans runs, for 15 to £° fecit- 

. governmental extension, of credit will have the |«ec^||W^^ E 
ing ; for that period, the Dutch-regime which the 

pnp'irver under the leadership of Dr. R* Soe&a I fno* , 


are challenging, under th 

US cashi is tied up and yields profits on the basis of a system of col 
onial exploitation which is the worst In the world. , 

r r r jf i S hard to get an adequate picture of the - 

present uprising; Capitalist;sources-are *^*hed IhSraEJal^stoo- 
Indies as an income- or material-producing .so^rce^^s T he labor 
ges present matters as always in process of.^oveme^tv, ihe^por 
press has for the most part dealt very little with |^J s |^2oi?cSs c^ 

not°bonvey one-tehth^the "misery anfhorror of living under the heel of 
imperialism. \ Microscopic^ * hl fad?eiationt r ^conditions^of-Jwork 

subjects. -•; 

Dutch colonial.polity to W^lace^^othef 

imperialist and social-imperialist p P l* d g has deliberately 

dustrialization and raising.-.living; , Stanftardp, Itpas^s 
sought to retain Indonesia in all its. pristine P v-v. 

Ont kifle' of tiie mihihfc and ’ extractive industries, oil^for example* 
ana sme processing, tha »«in ictlvity .i« e ““‘ v *?i“ t SS t ^a8»'’S“ta 

s i* lEar : 

.9 hectares,., Food crops pay very little. Shg|- ,^PJ^ .take 

a^lar ge t .cut & of the^profit sj^trad er s and. speculator |. take liens on ;land 
or crops.' . ... . 

,. One: Dutch professor explains that the theory is * ke j* 
ive tied to.his original .village, community. ., tb Brit- 

lalism works thru nativepillage chiefs^in a “ an §f£4^ h ^^ 1 k'‘of, plan . 
am 1 s arrangements with.mdian native, p^inc.s. ^ ^ will,feed him-, 

tation'.cultivation is seasonal, they hope tn p wivvi'a, reserve-to ; 

self when,,he's not working on the estates and will have, a reserve, so 

fall baifk on no matter how low wages-, are-..V.. , ?r> ,' ;• ,., k , •• 

"...the presence in the Indies of an inexhaustible supply of simple 





fn. ^ — ___-_p ?■' 

labor available in the villages is an even more important prerequi¬ 
site for the success of 'foreign enterprise than the cheapness of 
the land .” (Boeke, !, The Structure of Netherlands'Indian Economy, 
p. i?3)... - . . 

The tie with the village enables capitalists and government "to re¬ 
gard the labor supply as a floating capital asset, ^to transxer 
all the regular liabilities involved to the account oi the village 
..and -.the relatives of the laborer , to ^dismiss a man without feeling . 
any.further responsibility or troubling.themselves about the lot ox 
the unemployed in any way. ; And besides?this same tie enables the 
employer.to cut wage s , much more freelyand sharply in;times;of dep¬ 
ression then he otherwise would.” (ibid p. 137 ) . 

The system.of contracting;labor for .work in neighboring islands 
also depends on the maintenace of a primitive village economy Jp 1 ? -0 * 1 
barely keeps the potential labor supply alive..Overpopulation helps 
this- barbaric policy along. 

Tho maintaining primitive methods of cultivation, Dutch capital¬ 
ism has fastened itself onto native private rice culture, Because of 
the ihaedquacy of the food supply* the, .backward condition of farming, 
the peasant is ’heavily in debt. As in all decaying agrarian systems, 
the role of money-lender or usurer is ..large* Dutch^imperialism has 
taken over more and more of the money'-lender 1 Is ..province • 

. The once communally-owned - village lands" have., been stolen* Dep¬ 
endence of, ; ihe small, producer on .his little plot is thus lntensiiiea. 
and his means, of subsistence''.lowered. He. is, at. the mercy of pls.nt«.- 
tion- or mine-owner or bank. Money-lending -has; been organize... into 
cooperative credit associations and.banking^loans. p*n this manner,^ 
Dutch capitalism, is involved in private siiif il native agriculture ana. 
receives' a handsome’ profit. This relationship alone reveals how comp¬ 
letely imperialism .becomes-'intertwined-—with the most hackwara, pre- 
capitalist production methods and ; how it is. concerned to preserve and 
hot: to. abolish them. -■ , 


Capitalists on the island do not rely, solely on maintenance of 
precapitalist farming for their, labor supply, , Much more,direct meth¬ 
ods are used. ‘ Indentured, and-contract labor, have ,be ! en widespread . Wor¬ 
kers are taken on for a certain period during which theyare practic 
ally slaves of theemployers. Kidnapping is : common. The penai 
sanction 11 is enforced. This law automatically extends without pay the 
?f contract M . of anyone who leaves his job. Thus an adequate supply ox ^ 
slave labor is assured for private; capitalist or government., >here is 
much talk of 11 liberalizing 11 these lawsBut; they still exist. Boeke 
gives the dynamics ef this M easing hpy” - , 

■ 11 .,.the crisis and'the depression had combined to increase^ availa¬ 
ble labor to such an :extent. that the. entrepreneurs were able., easi¬ 
ly and/with.a certain profit to themselves,- to make good any aetic- 
, iency in their coolie ’for'ce by hiring free laborers, m regard . to 
. whom they were , much less bound with respect to wages and wording 
conditions than they had.been.in .the case .of the indentures cool¬ 
ies.” (ibid p. 150-1)' • . . , , r ' / • 


The government also requires, forced, labor in-payment of .taxes. 

This labor is sometimes preformed on the 11 public ' domain, 11 sometimes on 
certain private lands. Since the overwhelming majority donVt have mon¬ 
ey, this feudal practice remains despite recent. f? moo.if icatians. 11 



On this background of overpopulation, starvation, forced labon, 
it is not surprising that wages are 14080c a day. Only certain indus¬ 
tries have a maximum of 17 a hours a day for women and 15 for .child 
labor, ness than 10% is literate. No tuition is free ^ despite, govern¬ 
ment appropriations for education. Death takes a terrible toll from 
malaria.,.even tho 9.5$. of the world’s quinine is 'produced 'here. 

I?; Preservation of all the worst features of. precapitalist economy 
together with the worst features of capitalism present^the-revolution^ 
in.Indonesia with" many serious problems. The proletariat.is-small•and 
relatively young, A comparatively;small number atre associated in fac¬ 
tory production. ' According to the 1930 census, approximately,14^1/3 
million were employed in production of raw materials ; only. 2-%-. million 
in industry and transport. Native labor is employed almost exclusive¬ 
ly in agriculture. Europeans and some Chinese are in the^skilled pro¬ 
fessions and’,trades.- Only 6$ ;, of Java’s population’lives in eities of 
over 10,000 as opposed to‘ 49$ 'in France,- 56% in-US, Q0/o in England. 

Chronic resentment thus does not have as effective a focal point 
as .-in'.more industrially developed countriesi On the other hand, , imper¬ 
ialism’s policy of victimising all sections- of -the colonial■■ population, 
has created anti-imperialist sentiment that is well-nigh universal., 

‘ ' The organized nationalist- movement apparently lacks the scope- of.; 
the one in India, e.g. 'While the pro-British imperialism statements^, 
of Soekarno and his. successor are no worse than some of Gandhi s their 
hold on the masses appears to be far less. There is a smaller ba.se ^ir. 
Indonesia than in India for the native bourgeoisie. Dutch.imperialism 
has throttled native capitalist development more effectively than Bri-' 
tish imperialism in'India *. The narrowness of their ground;accounts 
for .the native bourgeoisie’s-readiness to play along with Japan, ; ub, 
Britain, even Holland, rather;than with the.armed masses, • 

.; . . In' 1939 the- P ? ar indr a, a fbderatlqn of •’’moderate ’’ '-nationalist': par¬ 
ties, and the' GeriMo, a more ?f extreme’’grouping, united to form the 
GapI. Its program stopped short of complete independence. The party 
agitated for self-government within the. Dutch empire. According t o 
Raymond Kennedy in the FAR EASTERN BURVEY C5/85/45 ■’’Indonesian' Poli¬ 

tics and Parties”), ..the Gap! was composed mainly of Europeanized^nat- 
ive students, local patriots, ’etc. Petty bourgeois and bourgeois el¬ 
ements,.. in. shfert • \ ,.2 : .;other ; " outfits - the.PPBB, composed- of native: gov-, 
ernmeht; officials, . an^.'the: MiAl, ; a. federation;.of ; Islamic societies, , 
remained outside the Gapi? but fell in .with' its policies.- : 

This timidity and. cringing before '. Dutch ' imperialism character*-: 
izds the native bourgeoisie. Their-weakness and Ind eels I vena s s’ proba-v 
bly. means that, the peasantry are not :as much under their sway as in ci¬ 
ther countries where, their base in the economy is stronger. ..It ppens 
up the possibility that the peasantry can be more ..easily weaned., -away 
from- a bourgeois nationalist '.program ■' to a revolutionary- proletarian ' 
one. . ., • : . * ■ •" - : ‘ : . " *’ • : ; 

- It would: be'fatal, in this situation to subordinate a program . of 
proletarian revolution to a bourgeois nationalist program'. This wbulc. 
create f or the native bourgeoisie a. mass base in the f orm of-a •move¬ 
ment that does not" go beyond their'.program. ... - 

: A-Soviet Indonesia; is the only possible program today. • The key 
question Is' expropriation '-arid, nationalization .of . -foreign investments. 
Unless . this is done there Is-no possibility of Mnependence, ; To leave- 
the Imperialists’- power intact. The nationalist leadership .by guar an- 






teeing'the inviolability of the property reveal their essentially prol 
imperialist . character * From'" these people only-haf eat* 
can be ; 


Achievement■ of independence from imperialist 1 rule, requires a soci¬ 
al revolution.' 1 The national’ boTitgeoisie' as : a property-owning' - .-class ? 
will not expropriate the major holdings on the islands. Their desire 
is for ; its peaCefultransferral to their' hands" - or a; larger: share . oi 
the prof its V The'/peasantry* will follow'the, •class which demonstrates 
it has the ansY/'er .to chronic starvation* ; disease, .-imperialist oppr.ess— 

The : 'proletariat, : truly .divorced from >aliotiesrwith the- exploiting 
bourgeoisie, is the only-ci'asS'in ; position to carry thru confiscation , 
of foreign holding si -By building organs’ of-power. ; to take oyer and/ad’* 
minister ^ these ■ ’holdings : tbe : • workihg • class will: bouhterpose its; power ; 
both to the foreign imperialists and the national bourgeoisie. 

:-■"•All •calls 'for independence 'which do - not .carry:this r&trhggie^thru' 
to the end' -are paving the: 'way "for- defeat *-• Qnc;e ; . the battle.. tq j£e : t rid • 
of ' imperialism has begun it Cannotstop- at bourgeois: /democratic; demands 
Independence : is 'hot ah’ abstraction.: - -it means., riddance^of. -the -•m$in e-$ ■ 
plotter ’-and oppressor * it: means' a Soviet Indonesia, a There is no,^id-:. ; 
die ground between a Netherlands East indies.: and; a. Soviet ; Indonesia. 

; To adiieve this in ; so backward a * country -special ,:car.e musiybe. e^er- ; .; 
ted to win iihe , peasantry> ‘Overwhelming Majority of the • population•• ue- > 
moeratiC demands fdf ‘ihnd distribution, for cheap-credit thru .national-.' ; 
ized'banks etc. ' ire'the key.. Thdte 4uSt be linked^, to creation, of^.sov- 
iets - 1 workers'*. power : - as the'/ohiy why ’to* accomplish .< them. To ; omit. 

these" ' demands altogether would also " metm to abandon_ the situation, to 

the native. bourgeoisie, and-ultimately the imperialists; _y - ; y'- : ----p' ; "11 

V, The leaders and organizations of the working class in the US' are 
strangely silent oh those problems* i H&te^ and'“'there: one _ mallyf ind, an 
article, on the situation■' in"Java;, a meetingp 'an-' official protest • Tllut 
to .take a-feh samples' aVrhndomh ■■ ? — --- To ... V" 


: The hhibT WORKER 1 is - v%ry'‘mubh 5 concerned withy China -■ to, .which pne 1 >* 
can have ho pb-ssible objection* At ten : all thereols_ civilv 
But Ihdohesi4? ! ' :1 X small hews-report. : ? The rest ofthe -paper, concent—■ - 

rates - on-local- and. nationhi-affairs.; -Maybe conCqrn/for. China., is ■ 

ariah - support to the ; Communist Party there?, yThe 

the■ same'' except that: it/bothers itself : -withyhelthert -^China,, : 

do-China.-' The- MuiTMT features •Indonesia in: somewhat: lesser-, type, th^n 
the ; strike wave-here' -and ■cah f t' : even, go beyond: supporting independence, 
in the abstract * The FIGHTING- WORKER.'warns the Javanese,. .ths^t : the,- na—- 
tional bourgeoisie is no- good., The union papers worried about the con- 
ference with Truman. 

This apathy reflects; how, deeply the imperialist ideology^ has 
soaked into the movement, it is no accident that just at tne time w 
US is emerging as an openly imperialist power, the strongest in tne 
world, the labor movement finds little to say about this new role, ^j-t 
is no accident that the Wallace ideology of new^markets for capitalism- 
is picked up by the union burocracy and the social reformists, it is 
no accident that the centrists narrow down their activities to cover 
the trade union field and adjust their program to a concept 
ing US capitalism. It Is no accident that-ultra-leits reject the strug¬ 
gle for right of self-determination on the part of small.nations and 
colonies. All these actions conform to the needs of US imperialism, 


.JL 




these organizations act objectively. as its agents within..the,,working ■'* 
class; There is complete failure on their part • to attack US impexi-alr^" 
ism - not only for bad living conditions here - but for shooting and 
killing fellow-workers on the. other ( side of the globe. . There Is; com¬ 
plete failure to express . the international; .solidarity of labor. : 

Compare to the passivity of the American,movement, the reaction of 
the masses'in. other countries. The.dockworkers 1 strikes .in solidarity 1 
with the revolt, contact; established between the Indo-Chinese .and Jav- • 
anese movements, protests in India. This is no time to fob oneself , 
off with transitional, programs or panaceas in the hope that- at some 
future date the real, revolutionary program or; organization will emerge ; 
History is posing the question now. Either it will be answered,.or vic¬ 
torious' Capitalism will victimize even .the' forinula^spinhe-rs 

The success of the Indonesia revolt depends on international wor¬ 
kings biass- support,- oh the : success of the Indo-Chinese, Chinese, ^Indian 
revolutions. ; it depends also on how effectively/the. workers of the .. ... 
imperialist countries stopcmanufacture. and . .shipment of arms . to he used . . . 
against the Indonesian /uprising. 'Because of the richness .and- .•.s..trate.g T: ' L 
ic importance of the area, imperialism.will;fight to the :last•soldier • . 
and last bourgeois"nationalist ...puppet to .-hold power. : The /Indonesian* ■// 
masses will need the boldest, revoiutionary policy, the firmest determ¬ 
ination, the clearest understanding. They;will need organized support 
from workers everywhere. The Australian,;. Hindu,; ChinesCtockwopkers ’ 
actions must he magnified into demonstrations of solidarity ,in the/ v . _ 
heart of. every, imperialist country in the world. Here .is- the oppqrtu- . 
nity to deal a death blow, to imperialism and*imperialist war!,;'Here is 
the ■ Opportunitythe*;^ : aodu^i^bod^bitterne^.s.^and.. of^ ’ 

the oppressed everywhere! ' Here is the opportunity.'to end, the myth 8r 
white sum.prema.cy and the racial divisions fostered by imperialism! 

‘The revolutionary pafty in the US will be built of those people . 
who--Are., capable of. reacting toa these facts;; capable; of, seizing on/, the/ 
difficulties and defeats of US imperialism and- of:supporting^aetiyely' • 
the revolutionary outbreaks * in other countries which bring on these 
difficulties and defeats; ' Pavei * and.' the-whole Pacific- situation are 
a touchstone to determine; who among the American; workers , are -truly., in-.,., 
ternationalist- revolutionists. Support to- our;f eliow-workers... in the /. >, 
Pacific cannot berseparated:'from • the. organization of protests against, 
the .role of US'imperialism.. -It- .is; thus organically tied up with the : 
building of a Marxist* organization in. the -US. ; let;, those of us who are / 
for the building:, of ^such an organization take a big step toward it by 
uniting in support 0f ■ the Indonesian, indo-Chinese .and Chinese revolu-. 
tionary struggles. : 







